THE WITNESS:  1 couldn't do it, that's why I was only
there for such a short time and I was looking for the boss
and couldn't find him so I went and sat by the pole until he
came back.

JUDGE KOUTRAS:  Okay, so you weren't assigned to shovel
coal for any extended period of time?

THE WITNESS:  No.
JUDGE KOUTRAS:  Okay.

THE WITNESS:  I didn't even finish what I was supposed to
do.

JUDGE KOUTRAS:  And then you were carried out of the mine
on a stretcher?

THE WITNESS:  Yes, sir.  To the hospital.

JUDGE KOUTRAS:  And you were diagnosed as having a fractured
knee cap?

THE WITNESS: At the emergency room they diagnosed it as a
possible fracture and torn ligaments with sprain or something.

JUDGE KOUTRAS:  It wasn't actually torn ligaments of
fracture, just possible but, in any event you were incapacitated,
right?

THE WITNESS: Right.

JUDGE KOUTRAS:  How long were you off work?

THE WITNESS: Five and a half months I think it was.

JUDGE KOUTRAS:  Due to that injury?

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.  I ended up getting operated on and
the recovery after that.
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